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Australian Wool, the Fashion Industry, and a
Vision for Our Future
We stand on the cusp of Australian Fashion Week, a celebration not merely 
of clothing but of identity, legacy, and the sublime artistry inherent within 
our nation’s creative heart. Today, reflecting upon the recent profound shift 
in our political landscape—the sweeping victory of Australia’s Labor Party, I 
find myself contemplating deeply the significance of such a moment for our 
beloved fashion industry, particularly our treasured Australian wool. 
 
Wool, especially Merino wool, is not simply fibre, it is a quiet testament to 
our land's rugged elegance and nature’s infinite wisdom. The Australian 
woolgrower is not merely a farmer but a custodian of a legacy older than 
modern Australia itself. These farmers, with hands marked by seasons and 
eyes shaped by horizons, understand instinctively the symbiotic 
relationship between land, flock, and fibre. They hold knowledge, passed 
down through generations, of practices that nurture soil, regenerate 
ecosystems, and sustain communities. 
 
At Kadwood Atelier, our commitment echoes this reverence for natural 
fibre. Our suits, crafted exclusively for women, are expressions not just of 
style but of our profound belief in heritage and craftsmanship. Using only 
natural fibres sourced from prestigious European mills; the same mills 
which, for over two and a half centuries, have dressed royalty. We commit 
ourselves to a narrative of timeless elegance. But crucially, even these 
prestigious mills depend fundamentally on our Australian Merino wool. 
 
This wool, born of our vast, sunlit plains and resilient ecosystems, 
possesses characteristics unmatched by synthetic alternatives. Research 
from Woolmark affirms what woolgrowers have long understood 
instinctively, wool’s remarkable capacity to regulate temperature 
dynamically, maintain comfort through variable conditions, and provide 
therapeutic benefits to the skin. Merino wool garments, scientifically proven 
to benefit those suffering from skin conditions such as eczema, embody this 
exquisite intersection of practicality and luxury, health and comfort. 
 
Yet, the value of wool extends beyond individual comfort. The Woolmark 
roadmap articulates a broader vision, one that embraces environmental 
responsibility and community prosperity. It speaks not merely of reducing 
harm but actively enriching our ecosystems, fostering biodiversity, and 
ensuring that woolgrowers and their communities thrive. Wool, in its very 
essence, is sustainable, it biodegrades naturally, nurtures the soil through 
mindful grazing practices, and significantly contributes to carbon 
sequestration. 
 
Our fashion sector, however, faces urgent challenges. The Australian 
Fashion Council, representing the $28 billion industry with its half-million 
strong workforce, predominantly women, has clearly outlined the pressing 
need for governmental policy shifts. The recent political change signals 
hope for renewed governmental commitment, one attuned to fostering 
local advanced manufacturing, nurturing our skilled workforce, and 
reinforcing the crucial infrastructure required for domestic production and 
innovation. 
 
The Labor Party’s victory thus offers more than a political change, it 
provides a promising horizon for transformative policies that could 
genuinely elevate our fashion industry. Imagine, a policy landscape 
nurturing our manufacturing base, supporting skilled vocational training, 
and incentivising local content in government procurement. Imagine 
fashion brands, like Kadwood, expanding sustainably, employing advanced 
laser technology to ensure precision, reducing fabric waste, and promoting 
a philosophy that intertwines luxury with ethical responsibility. 
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In reflecting on the parallels between Kadwood Atelier and the illustrious 

house of Hermès, I see clearly the profound role art plays in the fabric of 
luxury fashion. Our upcoming private preview, aptly named the House of 
Dreams, is an embodiment of this philosophy, where fashion meets artistry, 
craft meets dream, and each suit encapsulates a story of identity and 
aspiration. 
 
The Australian Suit, designed by Erin Kadwood specifically for women, stands 
as an emblem of thoughtful innovation and cultural homage. Crafted 
meticulously using precision laser cutting technology, it respects the fabric’s 
noble origins while celebrating the modern woman’s multifaceted life. Each 
stitch reflects our commitment to the exceptional and the personal. 
 
As we near Australian Fashion Week, my hope is profound—that we seize 
this moment to advocate fiercely for policies that uplift our entire sector. Let 
us envision a future where Australian wool remains revered globally, where 
our fashion industry flourishes under supportive governance, and where 
artisanal excellence becomes a foundational pillar of our economy and 
culture. 
 
For fashion, like democracy, thrives best not in isolation, but when it is 
rooted in community, creativity, and sustainability. Let us, therefore, 
embrace this new chapter with gratitude and ambition, weaving our shared 
values into the fabric of Australia’s future, leaving a legacy of resilience, 
beauty, and profound integrity.
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