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When Websites Remove API Access
Ah, the world of APIs, where developers dance with joy at the prospect of 
integrating their creations with the likes of Spotify, only to have the music 
abruptly stop when the API rug is pulled out from under their feet. Recently, 
Spotify decided to shut down several of its beloved API endpoints, leaving 
developers and users alike to face the music—and not the kind they were 
hoping for.

The Announcement: A Symphonic Shift
On November 27, 2024, Spotify announced changes to its Web API, 
effectively closing the curtain on several endpoints that developers had 
grown fond of. The list of features that had taken the final bow included 
Related Artists, Recommendations, Audio Features, Audio Analysis, Get 
Featured Playlists, and more. For those who had existing extended mode 
Web API access, it was business as usual. But for new apps or those still in 
development mode, it was a different story. The doors had closed, and not 
everyone was getting an encore. 
 
Spotify's official line was that these changes were part of an effort to create 
a "more secure platform." But as we all know, "security" often means "we're 
changing things and you might not like it, but it's for your own good." It's the 
digital equivalent of being told to eat your vegetables.

The Community's Reaction: A Discordant Note
The reaction from the community was as varied as a Spotify playlist on 
shuffle. Some users, like those who had recently discovered the joys of 
using the lightweight Spotify GUI "psst," found themselves in a bind. The 
tool, which allowed for a more refined music discovery experience, relied 
heavily on the now-deprecated endpoints. Users who had been enjoying the 
newfound ability to tweak recommendations with sliders for valence, 
danceability, and energy were left wondering what would come next. 
 
Others expressed frustration with Spotify's tendency to suggest content 
based on IP location rather than user preferences. One user from Spain 
lamented the constant stream of Spanish music and podcasts, despite their 
preference for English and Catalan content. It seems that Spotify's algorithm 
was more interested in geography than personal taste. 
 
Meanwhile, some users reminisced about the good old days of music 
discovery, when platforms like last.fm and Pandora reigned supreme. There 
was a sense of nostalgia for a time when discovering new music was less 
about algorithms and more about personal connections and mixtapes 
shared among friends.

The Business Side: A Crescendo of Criticism
From a business perspective, the decision to shut down these API endpoints 
was met with skepticism. Some speculated that Spotify's move was 
motivated by a desire to control the user experience more tightly and 
potentially monetize these features in the future. After all, in the world of 
tech, if it's not making money, it's ripe for the chopping block. 
 
Critics pointed out that Spotify's financial success has been a mixed bag. 
Despite having a massive user base, the company's profitability has been 
elusive. With major labels taking a significant cut of the pie, Spotify has been 
left juggling the delicate balance between satisfying users and keeping the 
music industry giants happy. 
 
The shutdown of API endpoints was seen by some as a step towards 
tightening control over their platform, much like other tech giants have 
done in the past. The comparison to Twitter and Reddit, both of which have 
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also restricted API access in recent years, was inevitable. It's a familiar tune 

in the tech world: as companies grow, they often pull back on the openness 
that helped them get there in the first place.

Alternatives and Workarounds: The Improvisation
For those who rely on Spotify's APIs for their projects, the changes have 
prompted a search for alternatives. Some developers have turned to open-
source platforms like ListenBrainz, which aims to offer a more personalized 
music discovery experience. Others have considered moving to Apple Music 
or Tidal, both of which have their own sets of pros and cons. 
 
The conversation around alternative music platforms highlighted a broader 
issue: the need for diversity in the music streaming space. While Spotify may 
be the giant in the room, other platforms like Bandcamp and Qobuz offer 
different models that prioritize artist compensation and user control. 
 
For those unwilling to leave Spotify entirely, there's a glimmer of hope in the 
form of tools like librespot, which can provide programmatic access to 
Spotify's services, albeit with some limitations. It's a reminder that in the 
tech world, where there's a will, there's often a way—even if that way 
involves a bit of creative coding. 
 
The shutdown of Spotify's Audio Features and Audio Analysis APIs has left 
many developers and music enthusiasts searching for alternatives. While 
Spotify's APIs were quite popular due to their comprehensive data on 
musical attributes, there are other options available, though they may not 
offer the same level of detail or ease of access.

Alternatives to Spotify's Audio Features and Audio Analysis 
APIs

1. Musicbrainz and ListenBrainz 
   - Musicbrainz: This is a community-maintained open music encyclopedia 
that provides music metadata. While it doesn't provide audio features 
directly, it can be used in conjunction with other tools for music discovery. 
   - ListenBrainz: An open-source music listening history service that 
provides insights into listening habits. While not a direct replacement, it can 
be used to build a personalized music experience. 
 
2. Echonest (Acquired by Spotify) 
   - Prior to its acquisition by Spotify, Echonest was a popular choice for 
music data and analysis. While its services are now integrated into Spotify, 
some of its methodologies have been adopted by other platforms. 
 
3. AcousticBrainz 
   - A project by the MetaBrainz Foundation, AcousticBrainz provides a 
platform for gathering music information and audio features. It offers a 
database of audio features for numerous tracks, which can be used for 
music analysis and recommendation systems. 
 
4. Essentia 
   - Essentia is an open-source library for audio analysis and audio-based 
music information retrieval. It provides a comprehensive set of tools for 
audio analysis, making it a viable alternative for those willing to implement 
more technical solutions. 
 
5. Deezer API 
   - Deezer's API offers some music-related features, although it may not 
provide the same depth of audio analysis as Spotify's deprecated endpoints. 
It can still be used for basic music discovery and metadata. 
 
6. Last.fm API 
   - While primarily focused on user listening habits and recommendations, 
Last.fm's API can be used to enhance music discovery applications. 
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7. Pandora Music Genome Project 
   - Although not directly accessible via a public API, Pandora's Music 
Genome Project is known for its detailed music analysis. Developers might 
look for services that offer similar depth in music categorization. 
 
8. SoundCloud API 
   - The SoundCloud API provides access to a wide range of audio content, 
though it focuses more on user-uploaded content rather than detailed 
audio features. 
 
9. YouTube Music 
   - While YouTube Music does not currently offer a comprehensive public 
API for music analysis, its vast library and algorithmic recommendations can 
be leveraged in creative ways for music discovery. 
 
10. Custom Machine Learning Models 
    - For those with the technical expertise, building custom machine learning 
models to analyze audio files can be a powerful alternative. Libraries like 
TensorFlow and PyTorch can be used to create models that extract features 
such as tempo, key, and mood.

The Future: A New Movement?
The removal of API access by Spotify and other tech companies raises 
important questions about the future of digital ecosystems. As users and 
developers, we must consider what we value in these platforms and how we 
can advocate for more open and user-friendly policies. 
 
It's clear that the relationship between tech companies and their users is a 
dynamic one, constantly evolving with the times. As Spotify and others 
continue to refine their business models, the challenge will be to find a 
balance that respects both the needs of developers and the bottom line of 
the company. 
 
For now, the Spotify community will have to adapt, finding new ways to 
make the most of the platform while exploring other avenues for innovation 
and creativity. In the end, it's a reminder that while the music may change, 
the dance goes on.
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